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1. PURPOSE: 
  

The purpose of this policy is to outline the requirements of a fire watch program which must be established when 
the fire alarm and/or sprinkler system in any university building becomes inoperative or impaired.  These 
guidelines are necessary to comply with the National Fire Protection Association standards and the requirements 
of the Florida State Fire Marshal as the authority having jurisdiction (AHJ). These measures are specific to the 
protection of life and property as temporary alternatives to the systems which have become impaired.  

This policy applies to all FAU-owned facilities on all campuses.  

2. POLICY STATEMENT: 
 

A fire watch shall be established when the fire alarm and/or sprinkler system is impaired (either in full or in part) 
for more than 4 hours in a 24-hour period or as otherwise required by this policy, Environmental Health and 
Safety Department (EH&S), or the AHJ. 

3. CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS: 

3.1. Fire Watch – A fire watch is a mandatory alternative protection for building occupants and/or property in the 
absence of a fully functioning fire alarm/protection system.  The assignment of a competent person or persons 
to an area for the express purpose of notifying the fire department, the building occupants, or both of an 
emergency; preventing fire from occurring; extinguishing small fires; or protecting the public from fire or life safety 
dangers.  A fire watch will be conducted until the fire alarm and/or sprinkler systems have been repaired, tested, 
and placed back into service and the fire watch is ceased by EHS. 

3.2. Fire Watch Log - A written log which is maintained for the duration of the Fire Watch and which is to include 
the date, time, name of the people conducting the fire watch, and the status of the Fire alarm.  The Fire Watch 
Log (if conducted by other than the PD) must be sent to EH&S at the watch termination.  

3.3. Impairment – A condition where a fire alarm/fire protection system or unit or portion thereof is out of order, and 
the condition can result in the fire protection system or unit not functioning in the event of a fire.  Impairments 
requiring a fire watch will be determined by the AHJ or EHS based on the expectations of the AHJ. 

 are all types of fire 
protection systems that help with fire detection and protecting building occupants and equipment. 

3.6. Fire Alarm System - A fire alarm is a standalone device or a complete network of devices, installed in a building 
or an area, which gives audible and/or visible warning of an outbreak of fire in that building or area. A fire alarm 



Policy #P&P03 – Fire Watch Policy 
!

Version #2.0  2 
!"#$ %&%'()* %+%,), %%-./.0102 3%

system could be automatic, semi-automatic or manual. 

4. RESPONSIBILITIES: 

4.1. EH&S 

4.1.1. A fire watch shall be established in a building when the fire alarm and/or sprinkler system 

during a planned or unplanned impairment for more than 4 hours in a 24-hour period, for any 
reason. The areas that are affected by the outage or malfunction will be covered until the 

system has been repaired, tested, and placed back into service.  

4.1.2. Notify AHJ and the responding Fire Department of any impairment lasting longer than 4 

hours. 

4.1.3. In residence halls and assembly places, a fire watch is always required when buildings are 

occupied.   

4.1.4. In buildings other than residence halls and public assembly places, a roving fire watch will 
be conducted on an hourly based by FAUPD. 

4.1.5. 
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