
Bachelor’s Degree in Early Care and Education: Program and Open Electives (June 2021) 

Note: All electives must be approved by your BECE faculty advisor. The following are examples of Program and Open electives 
listed by areas of interest, college and department (credits vary).  

 

 
Program Electives. Students are to select 12 credits from at least 2 areas listed below. Each course is 3 credits unless 
otherwise indicated. 
 
Arts and Movement 
College of Education 
ARE 4313 Elementary School Art (2crs): Focuses on foundational methods of teaching visual art in the 
elementary classroom.  Not open to fine art or art education majors. 
College of Arts & Letters, Department of Communication & Multimedia 
COM 4703 Storytelling (3crs): Focuses on historical development and cultural significance of storytelling 
as a basis for the discipline of communication. Oral performance of a variety of storytelling styles and techniques. 
COM 4707 Peace, Conflict and Oral Narrative (3crs): Theory and methodology of conflict- resolution 
and peace building techniques that employ storytelling, with an emphasis on learning and creating stories. 
College of Education 
EEC 4930 Creative Arts for Young Children (3crs): Addresses creative processes and classroom practices to 
promote artistic expression in the visual arts, dance/movement, music and drama. Includes assessment of 
creative processes and products, inclusive and multicultural contexts and arts activities. 

Development, Learning and Pedagogy 
College of Science, Department of Psychology (prerequisite - PSY 1012 or equivalent) 
DEP 3053 Psychology of Human Development (3crs): Examines changes in behavior over the course of 
development and processes underlying these changes. Focuses on major areas of child development (cognitive, 
social/personality, language, biological) with attention to adolescence/adulthood.  
DEP 4115 Infant Development (3crs): Focuses on behavioral development. Topics include: physical, 
physiological, sensory, perceptual, and cognitive development the during first year of life in humans and other 
species. 
PSB 4504 Developmental Psychobiology (3crs): Examines biological and 
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Open Electives.  Students are to select 15 credits in any combination from the columns below. Each course is 3 credits unless 
otherwise indicated. 

Psychology Overview 
College of Science, Department of Psychology (prerequisite - PSY 1012 or equivalent) 
CLP 4144 Psychopathology (3crs): Focuses on understanding so-called physical and mental illnesses by 
conventional and common path theories. 
EXP 3505 Cognition (3crs): Focuses on experimental and theoretical aspects of human learning and 
cognition. Topics include: attention, human learning and memory, organization of knowledge, concept formation 
and problem solving. 
EXP 4304 Psychology of Motivation (3crs): Critically examines the concept of motivation as an 
explanatory mechanism in understanding behavior. 
PPE 4003 Personality Theories (3crs): Focuses on psychanalytic, behavioristic and humanistic 
theories of personality.  Emphasis is on cognitive systems of individuals. 
PSB 3002 Biological Bases of Behavior (3crs): Studies the structures and functions of the neural and 
endocrine systems as they relate to behavior. 
PSY 4810 Evolutionary Psychology (3crs): Overviews historical and modern research and theory in 
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EDG 4419 Building Classroom Discipline and Management (3crs): Overviews strategies and techniques 
for organizing and managing classroom settings, including arrangements for managing students, materials, 
time and space, as well as developing management plans and systems of discipline appropriate for individual 
elementary and secondary classroom settings. 
EEX 4050 Overview of Individuals Served in VE Programs (3crs): prerequisite - EEX 2091 or equivalent) 
Examines educational services for individuals with mild/moderate mental retardation, specific learning 
disabilities, and/or emotional handicaps. Service delivery systems reviewed. Four lecture hours per week plus 15 
clock hours of field-based observation required. 
EEX 4070 Inclusive Education for General Educators (3crs): Focuses on understanding the educator’s role 
and responsibility in teaching students with special needs. Explores communication skills necessary for effective 
collaboration among students, parents and other school professionals. Three lecture hours per week plus 15 clock 
hours in field-based observation required. 

 
Technology and Instructional Design 
College of Education, Department of Exceptional Student Education 
EEX 4763 Special Education Technology (3crs): Development of a technology portfolio including teaching 
tools, assistive technology, curricular content adaptations and alternatives for instructional delivery and 
assessment.  Field activities are required. 
College of Education 
EME 4312 Educational Technology for 21st Century Teachers (3crs): Prepares learners to integrate 
technology into the K-6 classroom. Emphasis is on the use of current technology tools to facilitate teaching, 
learning and assessment. 

Health and Safety 
College of Science, Department of Exercise Science & Health Promotion 
HSC 2400 First Aid and CPR (2crs): 


	College of Education

